First Look

3- through 5-year-olds, March, Week 5



Small Group


Teal Tigers & Green Gorillas
March 29, 2020
Bible Story Focus: When I follow Jesus, I can love everyone.
Love One Another • John 13:34-35
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV
Key Question: Who can you follow?
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and Small Group Leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the day’s Bible story.
1. Baskets of Love
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: “People to Love” Activity Pages, cardstock, tape, four buckets, and red pom-poms or red tissue paper wads
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “People to Love” onto cardstock (one set of images per activity). Tape each picture to the side of the four baskets, with one picture per basket. Set the baskets in the four corners of your activity area. Scatter the pom-poms or red tissue paper wads all around your activity area. 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to gather the pom-poms or tissue paper wads (to represent “love”) and place them in one of the baskets. Talk about each picture and how we can show love to that person. If time allows, dump out the baskets and encourage the children to gather the pom-poms/tissue paper and place them in a different basket.
After the Activity: Gather all the pom-poms and tissue paper in the baskets and set aside.
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “There are SO many people all around us that need love! We can show love to them every day. Do you see the pom-poms/tissue paper scattered around the room? They represent love! Let’s pick them up and put them into one of the baskets. You can choose any basket you wish.”
During the Activity: “Do you see the pictures on each basket? Let’s look at each picture and you tell me how we could show love to that person!”
After the Activity: “Great job gathering the love, friends! You know who really knows how to love others? Jesus! We’ll see how we can love everyone when we choose to follow him in our Bible story today. I can’t wait!”
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by saying, “Can you love your ______?” as children respond, “Yes, I can!” Examples of people to love: mom, dad, grandmother, cousin, sister, brother, teacher, friend, postal worker, doctor, dentist, coach, neighbor, aunt, uncle etc. When you get to the Large Group space, end your walk by asking, “Can you love everyone?” and children respond, “Yes, I can!”
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 

Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while reinforcing the Bottom Line that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences. In addition, these activities provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships with their Small Group Leader.
1. How Can You Love?
Talk About God | Bible Story Review 
Made to Imagine: An activity that lets preschoolers pretend, imagine, and role play to enhance their learning

What You Need: An opaque bag, a BAND-AID®, a mini snack pack, a small toy, and a heart
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Gather all the items in the supply list and put them into the opaque bag. 
During the Activity: Gather the children in the activity area to sit in a circle. Call on each child one at a time to come and pull an item from the bag and then share with the group how they might use that item to show love.

Examples: 
Snack pack: share a snack with a friend

BAND-AID: help a friend who is hurt

Small toy: share with a new friend
A heart: give someone a hug
After the Activity: Gather all the items back in the bag for clean-up.
What You Say:
Before the Activity: “Friends, come sit down over here with me. In our Bible story today, we learned that Jesus loves everyone! And when we follow Him, we can love everyone, too. In this bag, I have several items that you can use to show love to others. I will call on a friend one at a time to reach into the bag, pick an item, and then share how you might use it to show love to someone else.”
After the Activity: “You have SO many great ideas for showing love to others! I want to follow Jesus every day and show love to everyone, too. Jesus is the BEST leader to follow for sure. Tell me: Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.” 
2. Follow Me
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn

What You Need: Bandanas (one per every two children)
What You Do: 

During the Activity: Gather the children in the activity area of the room. Let the children find a friend/sibling. Give each pair a bandana. Help the children tie the bandana around their eyes as a blindfold. Let their partner hold hands and carefully lead their blindfolded partner around the activity area. 

Make sure children stay in the open area of the room, away from tables and chairs. Encourage the children doing the guiding to take small steps as they lead. After a minute or so, call on the pairs to stop and then switch roles. Be available to help with bandanas for the second round.
After the Activity: Collect all bandanas.
What You Say: 
During the Activity: “Let’s take turns leading and following! I want you to pick a partner and stand together. I’ll give one partner a bandana to serve as a blindfold. Your partner will guide you very carefully for a few steps around the activity area. When I say, ‘Stop,’ I want you to freeze where you are, and everyone will switch roles.”
After the Activity: “You did an awesome job leading AND following. Super job, friends! Who is the BEST leader to follow? (Pause.) Yes, Jesus! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.”
12
Curriculum Materials for 3- through 5-year-olds • ©2020 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com


